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The Personal Life of the Clergy. By Arthur W. Robinson. 
New York : Longmans, Green & Co., 1902. Pp. lx+163. 
So. 90, net. 

This is the first of a series of " Handbooks for the Clergy" to be 
edited by the author of this " preparatory volume." The aim of the 
series is to render clerical work more efficient ; but such efficiency 
depends above all else on the life of the clergy. 

The book treats of the duties and dangers of the clerical life. Its 
great duties are penitence, prayer, and devotion to our Lord. There 
has been a change in public opinion and preaching in reference to sin 
and penitence. Religious teaching is not as searching and profound 
as it once was. There has been a reaction from the old severity of 
doctrine. The fatherhood of God divested of firmness has been 
eagerly received. Love has been terribly wronged and degraded by 
being represented as merely good nature. This has tended to laxity. 
So that Gladstone said: " Ah, the sense of sin — that is the great 
want in modern life ; it is wanting in our sermons, wanting every- 
where." There must be a reaction from this reaction. Two concep- 
tions of God's character, that of Father and Judge, must be 
harmonized. Greater stress must be laid on the judgment day and 
the joy of forgiveness. Only when the preacher becomes a penitent 
and forgiven sinner can he plead effectively with his fellow-men. But 
it is also his duty to pray. Prayer is high and hard work ; not a prepa- 
ration for work, but work itself. Coleridge says : " Of all mental 
exercises earnest prayer is the most severe." Still, to penitence and 
prayer the preacher must add devotion to Christ, devotion to his cause 
and to his person. This, in distinction from the other duties, makes 
one exclusively Christian. 

The dangers to be avoided : (1) Secularization. A clergyman 
may become secular by giving too much time to the study and discus- 
sion of great social problems, and also by throwing himself too freely 
into superficial society life. (2) He is in danger from over-occupation. 
Often he would do more if he did less. (3) He is in danger from 
depression. This may arise from lack of bodily health, or from a mind 
wearied by long, uninterrupted tension, or from a lack of money ; and, 
whatever be its cause, it unfits a minister for his great duties, and some- 
times ends in despondency, which, someone has said, " is self-confi- 
dence which has failed." 

This book is written in a simple, clear, forceful style. Each chap- 
ter is supplemented with notes which are mainly extracts from the 
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writings of noted clergymen. The author recognizes the fact that the 
life of the clergy is a hard one, but he endeavors to awaken within 
them a holy courage ; and, while he writes for English churchmen, his 
practical suggestions are equally applicable to ministers of all denomi- 
nations. 

Galusha Anderson. 
The University of Chicago. 

Outline of a History of Protestant Missions from the 
Reformation to the Present Time. By Gustav Warneck 
Authorized Translation from the Seventh German Edition. 
Edited by George Robson. With portrait and twelve maps. 
Chicago: Revell, 1901. Pp. xiv + 364. $2, net. 

The history of this book, as given in the editor's preface, is briefly 
this : Dr. Warneck's Outline History of Protestant Missions was pub- 
lished twenty years ago. It went to a second edition, and was trans- 
lated into English by Dr. Thomas Smith in 1884. Eleven years 
later it was entirely rewritten, and very considerably enlarged. Since 
this third edition of 1895 Dr. Warneck has four times revised it and 
brought it down to date. The volume now in hand is a translation of 
the last revision and seventh edition. 

A place has been waiting for it ; and its claim to acceptance as the 
standard history of missions will not be disputed by any other book in 
the wide range of missionary literature. Nothing else is within reach so 
scholarly, so comprehensive, so sober, as this. Dr. Warneck has not 
written in the interest of any party, or in the advocacy of any 
"theory" of missions. He has no "watchword" to justify, no 
eschatological dogma to defend. " I understand by missions," he 
says in the author's preface to the seventh edition, " the whole opera- 
tions of Christendom directed toward the planting and organization of 
the Christian church among non-Christians; that is, their Christian- 
ization." No such distinction as that commonly made between 
" foreign " and " home " missions, however, is recognized. The 
Indians and the negroes of North America are " non-Christians," 
though they dwell in Christian lands. On the other hand, Protestant 
attempts to proselyte Roman Catholics do not properly constitute a 
missionary undertaking in Dr. Warneck's use of the word. 

The great theme of modern missions is considered from two points 
of view. Part I describes " Missionary Life at Home " in an admi- 
rably compact and suggestive historical survey, chapter by chapter, 



